Being an educator and tutoring high school students, I often get this question. So, when I was asked to do a skit for my school on this very subject, I thought it would be nice to have it on file for everyone's view. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask. This is a puppet show for college week; the italicized is my added commentary.

Narrator – College is important because you have more job opportunities, more knowledge about the world, meet different people, and have the opportunity for a higher paying job. But let’s get REAL!!! Rice is 25k and UH is close to 10k, and my mama ain’t got that kind of money laying around!! How do I pay for this bad boy? Well, here are our puppets, Mama and mijita to show you how. REMEMBER THIS: 1) Save starting NOW, 2) Get good grades and keep making good grades, and #3) ASK for help!!

Puppet #1 – Mama!! Look I got into Harvard and nobody else in the school did!!

(APPLY) For colleges.  I should add, believe in yourself. I am a first generation immigrant.  When others blew me off, thinking I couldn’t get in, much less finish a school like Rice, I did.  I also finished in three years through my own financial means.  (Ha! *defiantly*) There is great pride in that accomplishment for me.

Puppet #2 – That’s good mijita. I am so happy your good grades paid off, but why are you so sad?
(BE HONEST) With yourself and everybody you meet. You will find more people willing to help you with advice, tuition or just about anything when you are honest.

P#1 – (to the camera) Watch.  When I tell her how much it costs, shes gonna get mad and say “No Dinner or Money for you!!” (Back to mama) Well, it cost 35k a year, do you have that in my savings account, mama?

(POOL YOUR OWN RESOURCES) Don’t depend on others to get your life organized for you!

P#2 – Hijuesu! Did you just say 35k a year! Mija!  I have never earned that much money. Your dad’s gonna freak! Que estas pensando? Okay let’s think. I don’t think we can give you more than 1-2k to help you out and you have saved a lot since you were little so I think you have 2k in the bank.

(SAVE) Then save some more. If your parents invest, have a trust fund or other financial means: try to match their contribution in your savings.

P#1 – Mama, that’s not going to be enough for even one year! What do I do? 
(STAY POSITIVE) Say it three times.  “It, it, it!”
P#2 – Okay, let’s talk it over some warm chicken soup with atole. Hmmm…things we can do and some of the stuff I’ve read:

(READ!) Not just my article but other people's perspective. I remember the best article I ever read was from an admissions officer and head of the financial aid department.

1) Have you checked with all your aunts and uncles if they can sponsor you or if they have gone through the process? (FAMILY) Hey, if you can get that organized for a Quinceanera, then you can do it for your own education.

2) - Can your AP courses help you finish your degree early?

I was able to get away with a really low debt because I had tested out of one year of college with AP classes. When your school does not offer this you can also try dual credit with a local community college or test out with a CLEP exam. (AP)
3) Have you filled out your FAFSA form, that the federal financial aid form?

The deadline is sometime in Spring, and the quicker you fill it out, the better.  It is valid for any college in the US. You may feel discouraged even once you fill it out. Don't play loan officer and don't be afraid of writing a note explaining extenuating circumstances by which you feel you should qualify for more aid. Even if you have to ask someone else's help with the wording, many schools have lenient policies and may be able to help you more then you think. I was living on my own (as oppose to in a dorm) and I asked for more help for that sole purpose. (FAFSA)
4) What about your ROTC classes? The military has a lot of programs with scholarship money.

(MILITARY) I know a couple of my friends were able to get their whole college career paid for by the Naval ROTC.

5) Did you check the school for what kind of help they can give?

(SCHOOL LOANS AND SCHOLARSHIPS) Remember, you may be one of several hundred or thousand students entering the organization, but you are not just a number. Do your best to get to know the dean of your college (it goes by major), the dean of students, and your financial aide officer. Introduce yourself but don’t be pushy and if you ever feel uncomfortable or need help, ask them (that’s their job). Don’t demand. You may not necessarily get a better package for going out of your way, but you’ll rest easy knowing that people are looking out for your file. During his term at Rice, Dr. Z, dean of students, helped me get more aid, a room, a job and attended several of my presentations. I always thanked him for his involvement in my education.
6) What about the Americore Organization?  I heard they can give you money based on your documented community service hours.
(COMMUNITY SERVICE) Check out their website. There are many organizations that can offer you this kind of help. 
7) Oh! I hear there are some programs that forgive whatever loan you had like Teach For America.
(LOAN FORGIVENESS) I am a TFA alumni and not only was I able to take advantage of this help, but it opened the doors to other help. I was offered tuition reimbursement for my classes through ACP. Because I taught in an inner city Title I school, a certain percentage of my loan is forgiven each year and at the end of the fifth, all of it was gone. 
8) Can you get a job while learning? 
(WORK/STUDY) I worked 7-10 hours weekly in the cafeteria during the school year and about 60+ during the summer in the restaurant industry. It wasn't easy but it was doable. I used the money from my summer earning to buy books and pay for housing. Many colleges offer on-campus jobs to their students. Think about it, who would be more flexible and understanding toward your schedule than the person giving you the exams. 

9) What about getting your basics out of the way with community college?  

(COMMUNITY COLLEGE) Do not be ashamed of doing this. This option might be able to save you a heck of alot of money.  Just be sure that you check with your college if the courses are transferable for credit. The last thing you want to know is that you just wasted a year saving cash on courses you didn't need. 
10) What about the Upromise Program?  Texas has a savings program for their universities.  Read up on it.

P#1 – Mama, thank you for helping me out. (*hug*)
P 2 – Mija, there’s one more thing, have you even gone to see this school? How do you know if you’ll like it? How do you know that they’ll like you?

(VISIT) My Rice mentor was Mr. Ned Hibberd, who came to watch my one woman show many years later. Go to see the school, talk to alumni, see if this is what will benefit you. Rice has never been in debt and that is because there are alumni who take great care of the school. You never know if you might be talking to the person who might call the admissions office the next morning and say, "The Trueman scholarship is being given to (fill in your name) as of today." 
Narrator: Remember, college is your future and your responsibility so 1) Save your money NOW, 2) get good grades and 3) ASK for help. Everything takes time but, it WILL pay off!
